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SHARYLAND INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

MISSION, TEXAS

TO THE TAX PAYERS OF SHARYLAND INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT:
Some little time prior to the last election of four Trustees for the then ensuing year there
had been unwarranted agitation and propaganda started by certain people unfriendly to me, such
caused strictly through personal business dealings in which we evidently disagreed.

Much to be

regretted, this propaganda was brought into our school, because up until this election, from the
beginning of our District, the people, with but few exceptions, co-operated to bring about such
school facilities on Sharyland that would be the pride of all.

We worked out our District plan

after many hard battles 1
In our first bond election the people responded almost unanimously for the building of our
beautiful school, in order that the children of Sharyland might have the best of opportunities
for education.
Your first Board was elected and proceeded to make the sum of $46,800.00 received from sale
of bonds go as far as possible in building a school, modern, and in keeping with the class of citizenship and development of our community.
$55,000.00 in bonds was a final settlement made with McAllen Independent School District
in the separation of the Districts, which amount was settled upon after much deliberation and
controversy, as all of the Trustees will well remember, McAllen District insisted that our share
-should be about $65,000.00, but the Trustees with the assistance of our attorneys finally succeeded in effecting a compromise of $55,000.00, thereby saving $10,000.00 to our District.

I do

not remember exactly the amount paid our attorneys; think it was in the neighborhood of $750.00
to $1000.00, which y,ou will observe from the statement the School District did not pay.
We then proceeded to build our school; much preparation, time and effort of the Trustees was
given.
We held meetings, thoroughly went into every phase of tentative plans, employed an architect and accepted the plan in a general way, subject to modifications that might develop in
the course of construction.
Next we advertised for bids: Some twelve bids were made, and

all

of

them

above

the

$46,800.00 available, some exceeding that amount from $10,000.00 to $12,000.00.
Necessarily all bids were rejected and our plans slightly modified. We then requested that
the two lowest of the original bidders bid again, and M. R. Nelson of McAllen was the successful
bidder and within our finances, his bid being $42284.00.
When construction started, in addition to every possible attention of the Trustees, the District had available the services of my engineers without cost.
appreciation of the faithful co-operation of my fellow Trustees.

Right here I want to express my
It was as though the building
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was their own-built at their own expense-such was the service rendered. We encountered some
changes in our plans, natnely: The foundation plans, roof, etc., all for the best interest of our
school, as will generally happen, these changes naturally increased to some extent the cost of the
building. The Trustees accepted their responsibility seriously, and completed one of the finest
school buildings in our State, at a cost that I challenge any critic to duplicate, including furnishings for $10,000.00 above its actual cost, and I do not believe that our school today could be duplicated for less than $75,000.00.
When the building was completed, it necessitated furnishings. We had to put in facilities to
conduct our school. We could have furnished our school with cheap furnishings-could have left
our auditorium unfurnished until this date-could have left our pine floors uncovered and they
would probably be worn out by this time, but that wou'ld have been false economy.
All of this is the pride of many good Sharyland folks, and it should be the pride of all. I
do not wish to boast of my generousity but since myself and associate Trustees, who served while
I have been Presid~nt of the School Board, are questioned for their honesty of purpose in serving this School District, I will say that I have given much of my time, the services of my attorneys and the service of many of my office force without cost to the District, donation of about
three acres of ground on which the school stands, furnished the first school buildings, both Central Sharyland School and North Sharyland School. When the North Sharyland School was abandoned, I gave the building to the Wimodausis Club. The old Central School is used to house the
janitor without rent. Furnished the auditorium with seats at a saving to the District of $1200.00
to $1500.00. There are many little things that have been my pleasure to give, and I am pleased
to have had that opportunity; sharing in the up-building of so magnificent a school. I have furnished my Mission office, the services of my stenographers and lawyers in the collection of taxes;
also for the convenience of Board meetings before our school was finished.
You will note from our statement our delinquent taxes are perhaps the smallest outstanding
of any District in the Valley of equal valuation. At the monthly meetings every bill is passed on
by the Board, vouchers issued, annual reports made each year to the Department at Austin; likewise complete report required and filed with the State Department annually by our depository. A
great deal of time, many incidential expenses are incurred to give this service, there being several
hundred non-resident tax payers in our District. Great volume of correspondence is done in collecting taxes, and this I did for the first two years without pay. The third year the Trustees
themselves felt that it was an imposition and they voted the sum of $500.00 annually to defray
some of these expenses, including the Acting Secretary, office, clerical, and miscellaneous work
connected therewith.
Our funds ran low this past year. In order to keep up the school to the end of the term I financed it to the extent of $3089.00, which had to be done by someone, or close the school before
the term expired. Our contractor, Mr. Nelson, who has been so kind to carry us for about
$7000.00, needed money badly and after long and patient waiting, I advanced him the sum of
$3000.00.
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This is a summary of the services rendered to the Tax Payers of Sharyland Independent
School District by your former Trustees and my self; running your school for five years including
the building and equipment on a $45,000.00 bond issue, and a total income from taxes of $68,036.14,
making a total of $113,036.14, out of which we saved in your sinking fund $24,115.27, which
fund unfortunately cannot be used under the law to pay our debts against the building. If
such was the case it would eliminate the necessity of raising our tax rate.
All of you who heard the statement at the last meeting by a critic, will readily see how misleading and unjust it was to the old Trustees when he intimated that we had disbursed something
like $200,00.00 of the peoples' money, and they should have an audit. That is the reason many
good people were misled into signing the petition circulafod demanding an audit of the books at
the expense of the tax payers, when the District had no money available to even pay the teachers this past year. These critics want to place an additional burden on the tax payers to serve
their personal purpose under a camouflage; the apparent purpose being a reflection upon the integrity of your former Trustees, that they had mismanaged the school or misappropriated funds.
My answer is, there should be an audit, but let those that demand it, pay for it. Not the many
good resident and non-resident tax payers who do not question the integrity of the Board, especially when there is no money to pay such expense at this time. To have a certified accountant audit our books from A to Z, instead of con tributing $25.00 which I pledged at this meeting,
I will pledge $50.00 to the fund, with a further pledge that if the auditor finds a single dollar of
misappropriated funds from the beginning to the end, I will pay the entire cost of the audit.
Let us be fair to one another. Those who criticise, back up your contention with your pocket book. It is your music, don't ask the tax payers, including the many good people who were
persuaded to sign the petition, many of whom did not realize what they were ied into, help you
pay the fiddler. Our Board with only one exception at the very beginning has been a board of
accord, rendering service with whole generous heart for the good of our boys and girls. Scarcely
can I recall a single dissention among us. We of course have had differences of opinions, but like
men serving one great purpose, we always found a meeting point, and our school has reflected
this in its wonderful and accredited standing; a beautiful, commodious meeting place for social
and educational functions; the pride of Sharyland for our visiting guests, a monument to the pioneers of our great community.
It is indeed unfortunate to be obliged to write this letter.

I am only prompted to do so to

save ou1· school from furth er dissention. I urge all you good people to rally to the support of
your school. We sre in debt, and it is to be re gretted that the only practical remedy we had
was vot2d down, and now we must do the next best thing or close the school for a part, if not
all, of the next term. Knowing that an auditor's report can not be gotten out for sometime and
our tax rolls must be completed very soon, I herewith enclose you a hurriedly gotten up report,
perhaps not in detail as you might wish, but re fleeting the true facts of the income and expenditures so you may judge for yourself how your school money has been handled, and that you
may do your part to go forward with the education of your children.
Respectfully submitted.
JHS MR

JOHN H. SHARY.
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·sHARYLAND INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
CASH REPORT
PERIOD 1921 TO 1926
INCOME
Ta~es
"
"
"
"

and Penalties-1921-1922 ..........................$10,977.17
"
"
1922-1923 ............................. 12,616.03
"
"
1923-1924 ···························· 14,685.86
"
"
1924-1925 ............... :............ 14,664.67
"
"
1925-1926 ............................ 18,401.20

Total Taxes and Penalties (See Exhibit A)
Interest Received-1921-1922 ................................ $
93.11
"
1923-1924 .................................. 1,631.51
"
"
1924-1925 ································ 951.74
"
"
1925-1926 ································ 690.11
Total Interest Received ................................. .
State Aid Received-1921-1922 ............................ $
"
"
"
1922-1924 ..............................
"
"
"
1924-1925 ..............................
"
"
"
1925-1926 ······························

$71,344.93

3,366.47
3,818.00
8,326.00*
5,390.00
3,276.67

Total State Aid Received ............................. .
County Aid Received 1921-1922 ............................$
6.64
" "
"
1925-1926 ........................... .
32.49
---Total County Aid Received ............................
Sale of Bonds ($45,000.00 Par Value) t ............... .
Insurance on Fire Loss ........................................... .
Accrued Bond Interest Collected in Sale ............. .
TOTAL INCOME ........................... .

20,810.67
39.13
46,800.00
85.04
2,445.00
$144,891.24

DISBURSEMENTS
Teachers Salaries-1921-1922 ................ ,............... $ 4,500.00
"
"
1922-1923 ................................ 3,600.00
"
"
1923-1924 ................................ 4,950.00
"
"
1924-1925 ································ 8,065.00
"
"
1925-1926 ································ 9,405.00
Total Teachers Salaries ................................... .
Transportation-1922-1923 .................................... $ 636.00
"
1923-1924 ······································ 675.00
''
1924-1925 -------------------------------------- 1,885.00
"
1925-1926 -------------------------------------- 1,935.00
Total Transportation ..................................... .
Assessing & Collecting Taxes-1921-1922 ......... .$
"
"
"
1922-1923 ........... .
"
"
"
1923-1924 ............
"
"
"
1924-1925 ............
"
"
"
1925-1926 ············

$30,520.00

5,131.00
233.32
481.27
503.36
898.61
540.00

Total Tax Expense ....................................... .
Tuition Paid Other Districts-1922-1923 ............ $ 1,419.40
"
"
"
"
1923-1924 .............. 1,017.52
"
"
"
"
1924-1925 .............. 1,107.17
"
"
"
"
1925-1926 ............... 669.53

2,656.56

Total Tuition Paid ..........................................
Supplies Purchased-1921-1922 ........... :................ $
"
"
1922-1923 ······························
"
"
1923-1924 ······························
"
"
1924-1925 ..............................
"
"
1925-1926 ······························

4,213.62

Total Supplies Purchased ............................. .
Carried Forward ....................................................... .

325.38
159.04
435.01
899.33
592.46
2,411.22
$44,932.40

The University of Texas-Pan American Library Archives

Carried Forward ---------------------------------------- ___ ·--· ·-------·
Repairs & Replacements -1921-1922 ____________________ $
1922-1923 --------------------·"
"
1923-1924 ---------------------"
"
1924-1925 ---------------------"
"
1~25-1926 ---------------------"
"
Total Repairs & Replacements _____________________ _
Jani tor's Wages-1921- 1922 --------------------------------$
1922-1923 -----------------------------------"
"
1923-1924 -----------------------------------"
"
1924-1925 -----------------------------------"
,,
1925-1926 -----------------------------------·
"
"
Total Janitor's Wages -----------------------------------Insurance & Miscellaneous Expense-1921 -1922 $
1922-1923 __
"
"
"
1923-1924 __
"
"
"
1924-1925 __
"
"
"
1925-1926 __
"
"
"

$44,932.40
297.41
21.55
770.95
25.85
6.50
1,122.26
92.00
109.00
10.90
545.75
488.00
1,245.65
187.39
624.92
50.53
875.43
208.11

Total Miscellaneous Expense _______________________ _
Interest on Bonds Paid-1923-19 24 --------------------$ 7,970.82
1924-1925 ---------------------- 5,450.00
"
"
"
"
1925-1926 ---------------------- 5,450.00
"
"
"
"
Total Interest on Bonds Paid _______________________ _
Building and Equipment-1 921-1922 --------------------$ 372.90
1923-1923 ____________________ 33,019.34
"
"
"
1924-1925 ____________________ 18,981.02
"
"
"
1925-1926 -------------------- 2,348.85
"
"
"
Total Building and Equipment ___________________ _

1,946.38

18,870.82

54,722.11
$122,839.62

TOTAL DISBURSEM ENTS
RECAPITULA TION
Total Income _______________________________ '. _____________________________ _
Total Disbursement s ---------------------------------------------·--

$144,891.24
122,839.62
$22,051.62

Balance on Hand ----·--------------------------------------Cash in Bank -----------------------------------------------------------U. S. Government Treasury Certificates (4¾%) __

$13,151.62
8,900.00 tt

22,051.62

BANK BALANCES
Guardian Trust Co.
Interest & Sinking Fund ----------------------------$15,215.27
Local Maintenance ·----------------------------------------- 668.40
53.34
Building Fund -----------------------------------------------36.78
Text Book Fund ---------------------------------------------Various Interest Funds ---------------------------------- 267.36
$16,241.15t
3,089.53U

Unpaid Warrants on State & Co. Available

$13,151.62

Cash Balance on Hand
EXHIBIT A
Data on Taxes
Year
1921
1922
1923
1924
1925

Assessed Value
$2,804,645.00
2,759,807.00
2,843,429.00
2,878,728.00
3,330,228.00

Total Tax
$14,038.89
13,799.03
14,217.15
14,393.64
16,652.67

U ncollectable
$102.51
95.90
94.13
47.24 .,.
127.35

Total

$14,634,345.00

$73,101.38

$467.13
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Balance
$13,936.38
13,703.13
14,123.02
14,346.40 ..
16,525.32
$72,634.25

.~.
1 • ,•

Total Forward ............................................................
Delinquent taxes Sharyland Tract ....................... .
Delinquent Taxes Hoit Tract ................................. .

$72,634.25
$ 1,737.36
2,860.75
4,598.11 ttt

Ta:x,es Collected ......................................................·.-:.
Penalties, Interest, Costs, Etc. ............................... .

$68,036.14
3,308.79

Total Taxes & Penalties Collected ..........................

$71,344.93

SCHOOL INDEDTEDNESS
Bonds (5%) ................$55,000.00**
1st Mortgage Bonds (6%) ....................................... .45,000.00t
Accrued Interest to June 30, 1926 .......................... 2,725.00

-----------------1st Mortgage Refunding

Total Bonded Indebtedness ............................
$102,725.00
Other Indebtedness,
M. R. Nelson, Contractor ............................$ 4,150.00
Harvey P. Smith, Architect ......................... . 132.56
1st State Bank, Mission ................................. . 3,000.00
Unpaid Teachers Warrants ........................... . 3,089.53:j:t
10,372.09
Total Indebtedness ..................................
Bank Balances .......................................................... $16,241.15:j:
Government Treasury Certificates (4¾% ) ........ 8,900.00tt

$113,097.09***

$25,141.15
4,598.11 ttt

Delinquent Taxes ......................................................

29,739.26
NET DIFFERENCE ................................................
$83,357.83
In other words, if the Dirstrict were liquidated, the indebtedness would be $16,642.17 less than
the outstanding bonds.
- -·- --

.

-----------------------------

* The State paid the allotment for the year 1922-1923 du:ring the year 1923-1924. This figure includes both years.
** Indebtedness assumed from McAllen District when Sharyland District was created.
*** This figure noes not include Tax Assesor's fee for 1926 nor current purchases.
NOTE: All figures include both schools There were extensive repairs made on the old school in
addition to considerable new equipment for that school.
(SIGNED),
GEO. B. CALDER,
Auditor.
T. M. MELDEN,
Acting Secretary
ACKNOWLEDGE MENT
STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF HIDALGO
Before me, the undersigned authority, on this day personally appeared Geo. B. Calder and T.
M. Melden, who being duly sworn upon oath acc ording to law, state that the foregoing statement
is a true and correct compilation of the reports of the Sharyland Independent School District
from its organization to this date and made to the State Department of Education, which reports
cover all receipts and disbursements and are true and correct according to their best knowledge
and belief.
Witness my hand and seal of office this the 28th day of Ju.ne, A. D. 1926.
(SEAL)

(SIGNED),

G. F. DOHRN,
Notary Public in and for Hidalgo
County, Texas.
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